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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 8 is/are pending in the application. 
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1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1 . Applicant's reply filed on 6/13/2008 is acknowledged. Current pending claims are 
8. Claim 8 is previously presented. Claims 1-7 and 9 are cancelled. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicant's amendment, received 6/13/2008, has cancelled claim 9; therefore, 
the 112, first paragraph, of claim 9 is withdrawn. Only claim 8 remains pending. Claim 
8 was previously allowed; however, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection for claim 8 is made in view of Saito et al. (US Patent No. 7150285). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Saito et al. 
(US Patent No. 7150285). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1 .131 . 
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4. Saito et al. teaches a cleaning system having a hair removing apparatus (10) and 
a cleaning device, Fig. 7. The apparatus has a height and an operator head (12) at a 
top end. The apparatus incorporates an externally controllable electric circuit for driving 
the operator head and/or charging the apparatus in accordance with an external electric 
signal (Column 6, Lines 31-58). The cleaning device comprises a housing configured to 
hold the apparatus in an inverted manner. A basin (50) is formed in the housing for 
accommodating the operator head. A tank is provided on the housing accommodating 
volume of cleaning liquid. A supplying means supplies the cleaning fluid from the tank 
to the basin for cleaning the operator head. A controller activates the supplying means 
and provides the electric signal. The housing is formed with a signal transmitting means 
(terminal 91) for transmitting the electric signal. The hair removing apparatus has a 
signal receiving means which comes into electrical interconnection with the signal 
transmitting means for giving the electric signal to the electric circuit when the apparatus 
is held by the housing (see transformer coupling of the windings - Column 6, Lines 53- 
58). The signal transmitting means is disposed at a portion of the housing upwardly of 
the basin. The signal receiving means is disposed intermediate the height of the 
apparatus. The housing is provide with holding means which holds the apparatus in a 
position where the signal transmission means is kept in electrical interconnection with 
the signal receiving means. The holding means includes a mechanism that gives a bias 
for urging the signal transmitting means towards the signal receiving means, Fig. 7. 
The housing has a bearing surface (48) for bearing the apparatus. The bearing surface 
is inclined with respect to a height axis of the housing and is provided with a stopper for 
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engagement with a portion of the apparatus such that the apparatus is guided along the 
inclined bearing surface and develops the bias force by its own weight when it is 
engaged with the stopper. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JASON P. RIGGLEMAN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5935. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on 571-272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Michael Barr/ Jason P Riggleman 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1792 Examiner 

Art Unit 1792 

/J. P. R.l 
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